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the importing countries and consequently world prices remained low and India
continued entirely out of parity with, of course, no exports of any significance,
This preference is of no value to India afc present and in the very near future its
value is extremely problematic. The total exports from India in 1933-34 is calculated
at two thousand tons, almost the same as in the preceding year, The exports have
been quite negligible in recent years and have almost reached the vanishing point in
the last two years, There were no exports to the United Kingdom either in 1933-34
or in the previous year. Exports to the U. K. in 1931-32 amounted to nearly 17
thousand tons. Exports to Ceylon were quite negligible amounting to 229 tons in
1933-34 as against 166 and 145 tons in the preceding years. Thus exports from
India were of no importance in the last two years and the preference has not had
any significance. The price of wheat in Karachi was for many months considera-
bly higher than the price of Manitoba in London. With such a price position no
exports could be possible.

BICE

The rice exports from British India, which are chiefly from Burma, showed an
increase in so far as the United Kingdom was concerned but this increase was not
sufficiently large to balance the loss of markets elsewhere. India proper is, on
balance, a rice importing country. The statistical position of Burma rice was fair dur-
fag 1933-34. The price of Indian rice was competitive, but the sales to the United
Kingdom were affected adversely by the superior packing and polish of the com-
peting Spanish and American produce. One important factor militating against the
greater increase of imports of rice into the United Kingdom was the present inabi-
lity of India and Burma to provide, in a sufficiently increasing measure, the quality
of rice required by the consumers in the U. K. As Burma rice was inferior to foreign
rice in respect of flavour and the easier cooking properties, as well as the finish
and polish, its consumption suffered. The total exports of rice (including broken
cleaned rice) to all countries during 1933-34 amounted to 1,649 thousand tons in the
preceding year, thus recording a decline of 100 thousand tons, Exports to U. K.
in 1933-34 were nearly 90 thousand tons in the preceding year and 30 thousand tons
in 1931-32. Imports of rice during 1933 amounted to 1,037 thousand cwts. as com-
pared with 1,592 thousand cwts. in 1931. The important point is that actual imports
from India were large inspite of the reduced total consumption ; a satisfactory posi-
tion proving the value of the preference,

OIL SEEDS

The view that preference in the case of groundnut oil, linseed oil, castor oil and
rape oil would lead to a definite expansion of the total volume of Indian trade, since
the market for these commodities which might be captured by India in the U. K,
alone is greater than the total volume of Indian exports of the same products to all
countries, was expressed by the majority of the special committee appointed by the
Legislative Assembly to consider the question of preference. Both the total trade as
well as trade with IT. K. has shown substantial increase in the last two years since
preference came into operation.

The total exports   of   all  vegetable   oils from India amounted to 2,915 thousand

gallons in 1933-34 while in the previous  year   the figure was 2,444 thousand gallons.

The total exports to countries   granting   preference   were 1,795  thousand gallons in

1933-34 as compared  with 1,616   thousand   gallons   in 1932-33.   The exports to the

United Kingdom in 1933-34   amounted   to 753   thousand   gallons as compared with

767 thousand gallons in 1932-33 and 685  thousand gallons in 1931-32.   Thus exports

seem to have declined   slightly in 1933-34 as compared with the preceding year; but

the exports of 1932-33 and the first   preference   of ten   per cent, came into force in

March 1932.   If the figures of 1931, 1932 and   1933 however are compared it will be

found that there has been   a   consistent   increase   in the trade since the   preference

came into being.   There were no exports of linseed oil from India to the U,   K.   and

only a very small quantity is sent to   Mauritius.   India's chief markets therefore lie

outside the countries granting preference.   The total   exports duriug 1933-34 amount

to 67 thousand gallons as compared with 44   thousand gallons in the preceding year

and 38 thousand gallons in 1931-32.

Exports of groundnut oil during 1933-34 amount to 716 thousand gallons as
compared with 917 thousand gallons in the previous year. The imports of
groundnut oil (unrefined) into the U. K. amounted to four thousand tons in 1933 aa
compared with 37 thousand tons in the previous year. The share of India in the